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P. James Nichotson, Treasurer
Maine Repuhlican Party MAR U & 2003
76 Bilver Streat
Warerville, ME 04513
Identification Number: Cooonalll
Reference: Amended 12 Day Pre-General Report (10:/02-10/16/)1), received

12542

Diear Mr. Mcholson;

This letier is prompted by the Commission's prelminary review of the weporks)
reforancad above. Tho review raised guestions concerning certain information coutamed
ity the repori{z). An itemization follows:

Sehedule A of yvour report {pertingnt portion{s) attached) discloses e of
miore ~ontribstions which appear to exceed the limits set Torth m the Act. 2
1650, 8441a(() and 11 CFR F10.1(d} prohibit 5 committee and its
affitiates from receiving any contribution from another polizical commities
or person in excess of §3,000 per calendar year.

I any apparently excessive confribution gquestion was incompliesely of
incorrectly disclosed, yon must amend your original report with fhe
clarifying informatian.

If any ccnoibution you recorved excends the Iimils, you may have o
wlued the ctcessive amount, The funds can be tetained il within &0 days
of Teceipt, (1} the excessive amount wis properly reatttibured in another
person, such as a ot account holder, by obiaining signed wrinen
surhorizations from sach person making the contribuiion pursuant to il
CEFR 1117k 3:, and (21 the weasurer informs the person making the
sontribution that he or she may request the return of the exeessive portion
of the contribution if it is nel infended to be a join! contmbulion.  Any
request fTom & donor for a refund must be honored.
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Alternatively, the funds can e retained if within 60 days of receipt you (1)
iransferred the excossive amourd (0 8n account not used to anilucnce federal
elections, and (2) provided writien notice to the persom making the
conribution of the option of receiving 2 refund. Any request from a donor
for a rofund toust be honoved,

If the foregning conditions for reanributions or transfers to a nop-federal
account were 1ot met within 4§ days of receipt, the excessive smoult must
be refunded.

Please inform the Commission of your comective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of vour check for any transfer-cat or
refund. In addition, ony reattributions should be reperted as wemo entries
an Schedule A of the report covenmg the perind dudng which the
anthorization for the reattribution iz veceived, Any bransfers-out or refunds
should e disciosed on Schedule B supporting Ling 22 or 28 of the report
during which the transaction was made.

Alhough the Commtission may take further legal actien regarding the
acceplance of a1 eXcessive comiribution(s), prompi action by your
commutice 1o seek teattribution. ransfer-cut or refund the cxcessive amount
will be tekan ino consideration.

SSchedule B supporting Line 23 of your report discloses on¢ of 1RO
contributions to a candidate(s] for the 2002 Primary election; however, the
Fands were disbursed afier ihe clection datels) {perinent portom(s)
atiached), Please note that comgributions may noi be designared for an
ctection which has aiready occurred unless the funds sre 1o be used to
reduce a candidate comminee's debts incurred during that election

campeign,

If any epparently impetmissiblc contribUnon 1o qUEstion wias incompletshy
ar incoestly disclosed, you should amend vour original report With
clanfving informanon,

if vou have made an impermissible contiibution, you must reguest 2 refung
or provide a wrtten authorization for a redesignation of the contribation
puisuant o 11 CFR §110.2{k) within 60 days of the teasurer's receipt,

If the foregoing conditians Tor redesigmations were not met withimn 00 days
of thee teeasurer’s receipt, YOUr commites must obtain 27 HH N




X ol e

Py
R

HTH

SARRYY

ic

23038002826

MAINE REPUBLICAN PARTY
PACE 3

Plegss inform the Commission of vour corrective achen immediately in
writing and provide 2 photocopy of fhe tefund or vedesignation request sent
t the recipient comraittee(s). In addition, any refunds should be dizeloged
on Schedule A supporting Ling 16 of the réport covening the period during
which they are received. Any redesiimations should be disclosed as memc
entries on Schedule B supporting Line 23 of the report covering the peniod
during which the redesignation is made. 11 CFR §11{.1(h)

Although the Commission mey take further legal action regarding this
impennissible aciivity, your prompt action in obtaining a refund andior
redesignating the confribution{s) will be taken into consideration.

“The 1otals listed on Lines 13{bY 11{d}, and 12, Column B of the Detailed
Summary Pagel(s} appear to be incorrect, Please be advised that you shouid
add the "Calendar Yesr-to-Date” tota] from wvour previous reporl ¢ the
curteni "Totsl This Period" figure from Column A o derive the correct
Colern B itals. Pleast amend your report and eny sulsequent reports that
mav be affected by this correction,

Jemized dishursemants must include 2 brief statement or description of
why e disbursements were made. Please amend Schedulels) Ha of vour
report to  olacify the following descriptionis): “Office  supplies,”
“Consuliing OFFICE SUPPLIES,” “Conaulting CASUAL LABOR,” and
“Cotsnlting CAMPAIGN EXPENSES” For further guidance regarding
acceptable purpoaes of disbursemants, please refer to 11 CFR S1{.3(b)3).

Schedule A supporting Line 11{b} discloses a tramsfer(s)-in from the
Republican MNational Committee.  Schadule B supporting Line 21{b)
reflacts pavments for “Lawn Sipns.” Phease be advised that = stare or Tocal
party commitize may pay for carmpaign materials (such as bumper stickers}
that are disteibuted by volumeers in comnection with seivity on behalt of
the pady™s nominees in 4 gencral election, Payments For this type of
activity are exempt from the definidon of 2 contribution or expenditure if
sarmmin conditions are met.  The conditions arc that no public advertising
may he used, including diswmibution by direct mail {matlings by &
coimereial vendor or from commercial lisish all funds wsed for the activity
must be permiticd undsr the Act; none of the funds used may have been.
designated for a particular candidsie; and finally, payments for the achviey
may not be made from transfers-in from the national committec to
specifically {und the activity. For further guidence, please refer w 11 CFR
E100.7(0 15) and (17) and to the Campaign Guide for Party Committess.
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Please clarify the nanue of the mansfer(s)-in and subsegquent payments {or
the aforementioned dishursemeni(s). 1f the actpvity disclosed on your
report doss not meet the definition of “exempt” activity as descnbed above
and if any partion of the expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
idencfied candidutes, that amount must be disclosed an Schedule B or F
supporting Linz 23 or 25 of the Detailed Summary Page as appropriate.

Yow report disclosed a category of financial activity that has been
reflected on the wrong line of the Detailed Summary Page, Translers from
affilisted cominces should be properly disclosed on a separate Schedule
A, supporting Ling 12 of the Detailed Summary Page. Please refer to the
instructions contained on the forms to determing the proper categotization
when preparing vour pext g,

A tesponss of amendment W your ongingl reparig) correctingr the abuove
orofler(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Connmission within ffteen {15) days
of the date of this tetter, Electzonic filers must file emendments (to ineinde statements
desiznations and veparts) in an electropic format and must subinit an smended report in

------

its enijrety. rather than just 1hpse portions of the report that are bemg amended.  [f you
need assistance, please feel {ree to condact me on our toll-free tumbar, (S04 4249530 (a
the prompt press i, then press 2 to reach the Reports Analysis Division). My tocal

number is {202) 694-1 130,

Sincerely,

Frigten R Bavis
Campeigh Finaner Analyst
07 Reports Analysis Division
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